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I see the culture of service and responsi-
bility growing around us. I just met with 
some of the great social entrepreneurs of 
the State of Louisiana today, neighborhood 
healers, helpers, people who are actively 
involved in saving America, one heart and 
one soul and one conscience at a time. 
I started what’s called the USA Freedom 
Corps. It’s a chance to get people—it’s an 
opportunity for people to extend a hand 
to a neighbor in need, and the response 
has been fantastic. Civil society in America 
is strong and vibrant. Our charities are 
strong. Churches and synagogues and 
mosques are strong. Policemen and fire-
fighters and people who wear our Nation’s 
uniform remind us what it means to sac-
rifice for something greater than yourself. 
Once again, the children of America believe 
in heroes, because they see them every day. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica. I’ve been privileged to see the compas-
sion and the character of the American 
people. All the tests of the last 3 years 

have come to the right nation. We’re a 
strong country, and we use that strength 
to defend the peace. We’re an optimistic 
country, confident in ourselves and in ideals 
bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek to 
lift whole nations by spreading freedom. 
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spread-
ing opportunity to every corner of America. 
This is the work that history has set before 
us. We welcome it and know for our coun-
try, the best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you all. Thank you all. 
Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. at 
the National D-Day Museum. In his re-
marks, he referred to Donald ‘‘Boysie’’ 
Bollinger and Joe Canizaro, Louisiana State 
finance cochairmen, Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.; 
Mayor C. Ray Nagin of New Orleans, LA; 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and Miguel A. Estrada, whose nomination to 
be U.S. Circuit Judge for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit was withdrawn on September 
4, 2003. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Requesting 
Emergency Funding for the Department of the Interior’s National Park 
Service
January 15, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of the 

‘‘1997 Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Recovery from Natural Disas-
ters, and for Overseas Peacekeeping Ef-
forts, Including those in Bosnia’’ (Public 
Law 105–18), I hereby request and make 
available $22.5 million in emergency fund-
ing for the Department of the Interior’s 
National Park Service. 

These funds would allow for the repair 
and replacement of concession facilities at 
Yosemite National Park that were damaged 
in a 1997 flood. 

The Congress required that certain pre-
requisites be met before these funds could 
be released. These requirements have been 
met and I designate the funds made avail-
able today as an emergency requirement 
consistent with the requirements of Public 
Law 105–18. 

The details of this action are set forth 
in the attached letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH
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NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney Reception in Atlanta, Georgia 
January 15, 2004 

Thank you very much. Thanks for com-
ing. And thanks for your support. I’m hon-
ored—first, let me tell you how honored 
I am to be introduced by a bestselling au-
thor—[laughter]—and a great American. I 
am privileged to call Zell Miller my friend. 
The people of Georgia are privileged to 
call him United States Senator. He is a 
decent, honorable citizen of this country. 

I’m also proud to be on the stage with 
your Governor, Sonny. Sonny said, ‘‘I want 
you to meet some of my friends from the 
legislature.’’ He said, ‘‘What’s unusual about 
this bunch is they don’t call themselves Re-
publican.’’ [Laughter] There’s a handful of 
Democrat legislators here from the great 
State of Georgia. I know there’s a handful 
of Republican legislators as well. I’m kind 
of taking you for granted tonight. [Laugh-
ter] But I do want to say thanks, Sonny— 
to Sonny and the Democrat legislators 
who’ve come. I’m proud to have you on 
my team. You’re welcome on my team. 

And I’m proud you all are here. We put 
together a good team in Georgia in the 
year 2000. We’re going to do better in the 
year 2004. We’re laying the foundation for 
what is going to be a great national victory 
in November of 2004. And you’re helping, 
and I appreciate your help. 

I’m loosening up. [Laughter] I’m getting 
ready. But I got a job to do for everybody 
who lives in this country. When you’re 
going to your coffee shops and your com-
munity centers, they say, ‘‘What is George 
W. up to,’’ you tell them this, that I’m 
doing the people’s business in Washington, 
DC, that I’m working hard to earn the 
confidence of every single American by 

keeping this Nation secure and strong and 
prosperous and free. 

I know that Zell’s wife, Shirley, is with 
us today as well. Shirley, I’m proud you’re 
here. Zell and I both married above 
ourselves. [Laughter] I regret that Laura 
hasn’t joined us. She is a fabulous First 
Lady for this country. I’m really proud of 
her.

And I’m proud as well of the junior Sen-
ator from the great State of Georgia, a 
close ally, good friend, good, honorable 
man, Saxby Chambliss. 

I better make sure I mention Mary 
Perdue as well, the first lady of the great 
State of Georgia. Governor, I appreciate 
what you’re doing at the statehouse here. 

I’m proud of my friend Jamie Reynolds. 
I appreciate the team he has put together 
to help make this an incredibly successful 
fundraiser. Don’t go overboard on Jamie. 
He’s not bad for a country boy. [Laughter]

I appreciate the members of the congres-
sional delegation who are here: Mac Collins 
and Nathan Deal, Charlie Norwood, Phil 
Gingrey, and Max Burns. These are good 
ones, good, honorable citizens who are 
doing what they think is right for the coun-
try. I appreciate you all coming. 

I know my friend Nancy Coverdell is 
here. She is just a great personal friend 
of our family’s. Nancy, thank you for taking 
time out of your schedule to be here. 

I’m honored that my friend Mercer Rey-
nolds—happens to be related to Jamie— 
he’s the national finance chairman for 
Bush-Cheney—is here. It’s important to 
make sure that you’ve got plenty of cash 
on hand when you’re running for President. 
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